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Dear Lederberg, 

As you know Bruce Stocker runs our Guinness-Lister Unit for 
Microbiology. As you may not know, this Unit is financed by 
Messrs. Arthur Guinness and Co., who gave the money for an initial 
period of ten years. The ten years is up in two years, and we are 
naturally anxious to persuade the Company to support us for another 
ten. To this end, Bruce is writing a report on his work and I am 
adding the necessary directorial enthusiasm for what he has achieved 
since the Unit vas set up. I should like also to send our 
sponsors an outside opinion of the contributions that Stocker and 
his boys have made to bacterial genetics; and by 'outside' opinion 
I mean one that is not only authoritative, but would be universally 
recognised as such, 

It is for this reason, and because Bruce sat at your feet during 
the early part of his genetical career, that I am asking you whether 
you would be prepared to give me, for use as I have indicated above, 
a brief opinion about the Unit's achievements so far. Believing 
that you, as I do, regard Bruce's work as a good pioneer start for 
bacterial genetics in the United Kingdom, and should be given his 
chance to consolidate his excellent beginning, I hope you'll be 
able to give me firm international reasons why Bruce's department 
is worth supporting in the future. If you find this request a 
little impertinent (and you would perhaps be,justified in doing so), 
or if for any other reason you don't want to do so, just say so and 
I shall quite understand. 

I enclose a list of the Unit's publications, a set of the 
departmental reprints, and, for descriptions of work not yet 
published, exceprts from the Institute's Annual Reports for the last 
three years, in which the relevant passages are indicated by a red 
pencil line. 

With kind regards, 

Dr. J. Lederberg 
Department of Geketics 
University of Wisconsih, 
MADISON, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 

A. A. Miles. 


